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takes to complete special-education paperwork,” said
Deborah Johnson, school psychologist for the Jenks Public
Schools in Oklahoma. Another reader said the software’s IEP
creation module has saved “numerous hours of work” for
educators in her school.

http://computerautomation.com

ST Math (MIND Research Institute)

ST Math is a supplemen-
tal program that takes a
visual approach to learn-
ing. The software taps into Res eaI.Ch Institute
the brain’s innate “spatial
temporal” reasoning ability to visualize and solve math con-
cepts and problems, its makers say. Through a carefully
engineered sequence of visual puzzles, students work at
their own pace to solve increasingly difficult problems that
eventually require them to think multiple steps ahead in
space and time—and they receive instant feedback about
why a solution works or doesn’t.

Chris Liang-Vergara, director of blended learning for
Louisiana’s FirstLine Schools, is using the software with
kindergarten through ninth graders and said it provides
“outstanding access to math concepts and number sense in
ways the students have never experienced them before.” As
a result, students are exhibiting “high motivation and
renewed energy around math.”
http://www.mindresearch.net

Study Island (Archipelago Learning)

Study Island is a web-based
system designed to help stu-
dents master their content stan-
dards. It includes academic
content that is designed to be
fun and engaging, and it con-
sists of practice, assessment, Study |S| and
and reporting tools built
around each state’s standards. Because it's web-based, stu-
dents can use the system at school or at home.

“We first began using Study Island with just the low-
achieving readers at our junior high setting,” said Listena
Prickett, a reading specialist with Oklahoma’s Altus Public
Schools. “We were amazed at the end results, which were
[that] every single student who completed every standard
[earned] a ‘blue ribbon” to show mastery of that particular
reading skill — [and] all passed their state standardized read-
ing test at the end of that year.” As a result of this pilot proj-
ect, she said, the school has purchased all subject areas for
the entire student body to use.
http://www.studyisland.com
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SuccessMaker (Pearson Digital Learning)

SuccessMaker is software that differentiates and person-
alizes reading and math instruction for students in grades K-
8. Designed to accommodate a full array of different learning
styles, SuccessMaker provides instruction, practice, and
assessment that is correlated to the Common Core standards.

Bruce Ferko, a third-grade teacher in the Dallas
Independent School District, said his students “have shown
significant gains in achievement scores” on the Texas
Assessment of Knowledge and Skills exams as a result of
using the software. He added that students’ self-esteem
“skyrocketed” as they proceeded through the program’s
scaffolded learning sections.

Madalyn Romano, coordinator of the Lower Hudson
Regional Information Center in New York, said the software
is used in more than 20 districts in the region to differentiate
instruction. She called it “the best program on the market.”
http.//www.pearsonschool.com

TAP-it

TAP-it is an ADA-compliant,
touch-sensitive, interactive
learning  station  designed
specifically for students with
disabilities. Its motorized
adjustments provide easy
accommodations for students
using wheelchairs, walkers, or
other mobility devices, and its
platform is counter-balanced,
so that even if a student leans
his or her full body weight against it, the system will not tip
over. Its locking wheels allow users to roll the system from
room to room, so it can be used where needed.

“TAP-it is a unique, portable [workstation] that uses the
power of hydraulics to bring a 42-inch ... interactive LCD
panel to the exact height or angle needed by each student,”
said Kathy Bastow, quality assurance coordinator for the
Barber National Institute. “This flexibility makes the TAP-
it much more accessible and functional for students with
disabilities than wall-mounted [interactive whiteboards].
... Since the integration of the TAP-it into their classroom,
our students with significant disabilities are attending
longer and are motivated to persist at more challenging
lessons.”
http://www.teachsmart.org/tapit
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